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Reception Guidance
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Key Language for teachers

Reception – Notes and guidance

•

•

•



Important links and websites

Reception – Notes and guidance

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/51439

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks

https://nrich.maths.org/early-years

https://www.learningtrajectories.org/

https://earlymath.erikson.edu/

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/51439
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks
https://nrich.maths.org/early-years
https://www.learningtrajectories.org/
https://earlymath.erikson.edu/


Autumn Progression
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Spring Progression
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Summer Progression
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Key Representations

Reception – Number and Place Value – Numbers to 5
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One, two, three!

Guidance

Other Resources

Prompts for Learning

Reception – Number and Place Value – Numbers to 5



One, two, three!

Enhancements 
to areas of 

learning

Home Corner Small World

Junk Modelling
Dough

Reception – Number and Place Value – Numbers to 5



Four

Guidance

Other Resources

Prompts for Learning

Reception – Number and Place Value – Numbers to 5
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Enhancements 
to areas of 

learning

Small world 
All areas

Outdoor 
Washing line

Reception – Number and Place Value – Numbers to 5



Five

Guidance

Other Resources

Prompts for Learning

Reception – Number and Place Value – Numbers to 5
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Enhancements 
to areas of 

learning

Water

Outdoor

Writing Area

Home Corner

1 2 3 4 5

Reception – Number and Place Value – Numbers to 5



Digging Deeper

Reception – Number and Place Value – Numbers to 5

Build and count

Key questions



Sorting into groups

Guidance

Prompts for Learning

Reception – Addition and Subtraction – Sorting

https://wodb.ca/

Other Resources

https://wodb.ca/


Sorting into groups

Enhancements 
to areas of 

learning
Blocks

Outdoor

Finger Gym

Home Corner

Reception – Addition and Subtraction – Sorting



Digging Deeper

Reception – Addition and Subtraction – Sorting

Guess my rule

Odd one out

Key questions

Sorting numbers



Compare identical objects

Guidance

Other Resources

Prompts for Learning

Reception – Number and Place Value – Comparing Groups



Compare identical objects

Enhancements 
to areas of 

learning

Outdoor

Maths area

Small world

Sand 

Reception – Number and Place Value – Comparing Groups



Compare non-identical objects

Guidance

Other Resources

Prompts for Learning

Reception – Number and Place Value – Comparing Groups



Enhancements 
to areas of 

learning

Outside

Finger gym

Teddy Bear Picnic

Reception – Number and Place Value – Comparing Groups

Compare non-identical objects

Maths Area



Digging Deeper

Reception – Number and Place Value – Comparing Groups

Washing line

Key questions

Hidden shapes



One more

Guidance

Other Resources

Prompts for Learning

Reception – Addition and Subtraction – Change within 5



One more

Enhancements 
to areas of 

learning
Construction

Role Play

Outdoor

Reception – Addition and Subtraction – Change within 5



One less

Guidance

Other Resources

Prompts for Learning

Reception – Addition and Subtraction – Change within 5



Enhancements 
to areas of 

learning
Water

Maths Area
All areas

One less

Snack area

Reception – Addition and Subtraction – Change within 5



Digging Deeper

Mystery Bag

Key questions

Reception – Addition and Subtraction – Change within 5



My day

Guidance

Other Resources

Prompts for Learning

Reception – Measurement - Time



Enhancements 
to areas of 

learning

Water

Outdoor

Cooking Area

Home Corner

My day

Reception – Measurement - Time



Digging Deeper

Obstacle Course

Goal! 

Key questions

Reception – Measurement - Time


